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Customs and Excise Act, 2010

THE GAMBIA
NO.|I OF 2010
Assent&d to by The President

this 23 day of Mﬁ—j . 2010

~———— -

o
AHYA A.J.J. JAMMEH

= President

AN ACT to provide for the Management of the
Customs, for the Assessment of Charges and
Collection of Customs and Excise duties and for
connected matters.

[ ]

ENACTED by the President and the National
Assembly. '

Short title and 1. This Act may be cited as the Customs and Excise
Commencement Act 2010.

PART | - PRELIMINARY

Interpretation 2. (1) In this Act and any regulation , except where
the context otherwise requires-




Customs and Excise Act, 2010

“Accredited user” means a person conditionally
approved by the Commissioner General under the
provisions of this Act to use simplified procedures and
operate in an environment of reduced intervention in
the movement of goods, having satisfied the
Commissioner General on meeting the criteria
identified as necessary to ensure the trader's
compliance with Customs Law.

“Act” means the Customs and Excise Act,
"Agent", includes a person who is-

(a) authorised in writing to act for or in the place of
another in the transaction of business with the
customs;

(b) appointed by the Commissioner General to act
for another for the purpose of collecting duty; or

(c) appointed by the commissioner General to
perform some of his functions under the Act.

“Aircraft" includes every description of craft used in
aerial navigation;

"Approved” means approved by the Commissioner
General;

“Approved place of loading” and “approved place of
unloading” means respectively any quay, jetty, wharf
or other place, including any part of a port or customs
airport, appointed by the Commissioner General by
notice in the Gazette to be a place where goods may
be loaded or unloaded,;

"Authority” means the Gambia Revenue Authority as
defined under Section 3 of the Gambia Revenue
Authority Act 2004,
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Customs and Excise Act, 2010

“Beer” includes ale, stout and any other description of
beer and any liquor, including beer substitute, which is
produced as a result of the alcoholic fermentation of an
extract derived from barley malt, a cereal grain, starch
or saccharine matter and hops or hops substitute, in
potable water with other suitable ingredients and which
contains more than two per centum of proof spirit but
does not include-

(a) intoxicating liquor as defined in the
Traditional Liquor Act; or

(b) any kind of beer which the Minister may, by
order in the Gazette exclude from the
provisions of this Act;

“Boarding station” means a place appointed by the
Commissioner General by notice in the Gazette to be
a place for aircraft or vessels arriving at or departing
from a port or place to bring to for the boarding by or
the disembarkation of officers;

“Bonded factory” means the premises licensed by the
Commissioner General for the manufacture of goods
for export under bond;

“Bonded warehouse” means a warehouse licensed by
the Commissioner General under Section 75 for the
deposit of dutiable goods on which duty has not been
paid and which have been entered to be warehoused
and includes a duty free shop;

“Brewer” means the holder of a valid licence to brew
beer under Section 132;

“Buying commission” means fees paid or payable by
an importer to his agent for the services of
representing the importer in the purchase of the
goods being appraised,

‘By authority” means by the authority of the
Commissioner General or of any officer doing his duty
in the matter in relation to which the expression is
used;
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Customs and Excise Act, 2010

“Cargo” includes all goods imported, exported or
carried coastwise in an aircraft, vessel or vehicle
other than goods which are required as stores for
consumption or use by or for that aircraft, vessel or
vehicle. its crew and passengers and the bona fide
personal baggage of the crew and passengers;

“Cargo declaration” means information submitted

prior to or on arrival or departure of a means of
transport engaged in a commercial movement of
goods that provides the particulars required by the
Customs relating to cargo brought to or removed from
the Customs territory;

“Carriage coastwise” has the meaning assigned to it
by Section 123;

“Central Bank” means Central Bank of The Gambia
established under the Central Bank of The Gambia
Act of 2005;

“Cess” means a tax or levy;

“Cigar” means a cigar, cheroot or cigarillo prepared
from tobacco;

“Cigarette” means a pigarette prepared from tobacco
and includes any form of tip and the paper thereof;

“Code of conduct’ means the code of Regulations

governing the conduct of staff of the Authority;

“Commissioner General” means the Commissioner
General appointed under Section 9(1) of The

Gambia Revenue Authority Act 2004;

“Compounded spirits” means spirits which have been
distinctly altered in character by reinstallation with, or
by the addition of, flavouring matter or other materials
or ingredients; and “to compound” means to prepare

compounded spirits;
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Customs and Excise Act, 2010

“Computed value” in relation to any goods, means the
value of such goods determined in accordance with
method 6 set out in the Seventh Schedule;

“Concessional loan” means a loan with at least thirty-
five per cent grant element -

“consignee” means the person to whom goods are
consigned;

“Consignor” means the person which, by contract with
a carrier, consigns or sends goods with the carrier, or
has them conveyed by him or her;

“Correspondence” means any letter, facsimile, telex,
telegram, electronic mail or any other form of written
communication;

“Countervailing duty” means a specific duty levied for
the purposes of setting a subsidy bestowed directly or
indirectly upon the manufacture, production or export
of that product;

“Country of export” , in relation to any goods, means
the country from which such goods are shipped to
The Gambia;

“Country of origin” means the country in which the
product is obtained or where the last process of
manufacture has been performed:;

“Country of importation” means any country or
customs territory into which goods are imported:;

“Customs” or “the customs” means the Customs
Administration of The Gambia being that part of the
Gambia Revenue Authority charged with the

responsibility of performing the functions set down in
this Act;

“Customs airport” means an airport appointed by the

Commissioner General by notice in accordance with
Section 15 to be an airport for the purpose of this Act:
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Customs and Excise Act, 2010

“Customs area” means a place appointed by the
Commissioner General by notice in accordance with
Section 15 for the deposit of goods subject to
customs control;

“Customs and excise revenue means amount
collectable by the customs in accordance with the
provisions of this Act;

“Customs assessment” means any assessment
decision issued by The Commissioner General or any
officer authorised by him of any duties, taxes,
penalties, rents or other charges due under this Act;

“Customs control” means any measures taken by the
Commissioner General in relation to the goods
specified in Section 18 to ensure compliance with the
provisions of this Act;

“Customs laws” includes this Act and any legislative
enactment relating to the Customs, and any
proclamation, regulation, rule, resolution or Order
made under the authority of any law relating to the
Customs;

“Customs office of entry” is the Customs Office by
which the means of transport, goods and or persons
enter the Customs territory;

“Customs office of exit’ is the Customs office by
which the means of transport, goods and or persons

leave or are intended to leave the Customs territory;

“Customs strong room” means places of secure
storage within a warehouse under the direct custody
and control of Customs for the temporary holding of
abandoned goods, damaged goods or goods
awaiting licensing or goods which have been seized
prior to their removal to a state warehouse;
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Customs and Excise Act, 2010

“Customs warehouse” means a place approved by
the Commissioner General for the deposit of
unentered, unexamined, detained or seized goods for
the security thereof or pending payment of the duties
thereon;

“Days” does not include Sunday’s or public holidays;

“Declarant” means any person who makes a Customs
declaration or entry or in whose name such a
declaration is made;

“Delayed baggage” means baggage which started its
international journey as accompanied baggage
carried by the air traveller but, because of reasons
beyond his control, arrives on a different flight from
the traveller;

“Denaturer” means a person holding a licence under
Section 132 to denature spirits; and “to denature”
means to render unfit for human consumption;

“Dissolving” means a dissolving of materials for
making a priming or colouring solution;

“Digital signature” means a unique electronic
signature or code attached to an electronic message
which attributes the message to the person to whom
the unique signature was assigned;

“Distiller” means a person holding a licence to
manufacture spirits under Section 132 by distillation
of a fermented liquor or by any other process; and

“Distillery” means his factory;

“distillation period” means the period prescribed by

regulations for the purpose of taking account of feints
and spirits produced;

“Distiller's warehouse” means a place of security

provided by a distiler and approved by the
Commissioner General under Section 142;
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Customs and Excise Act, 2010

“document” include magnetic tapes, disc and
microfilms;

“Domestic”, in relation to an article, means an article
normally used in the household:

“Drawback” means a refund of all or part of any
import duty paid in respect of goods exported or used
in a manner or for a purpose prescribed as a
condition for granting drawback;

“Dry port” means any place designated by The
Commissioner General for the temporary deposit of
goods pending Customs clearance which is remote
from the place of entry of the goods into the National
territory;

“Dumping duty” means a duty imposed by an order
made under Section 171,

“Dutiable goods” means goods chargeable with duty
under this Act;

“Duty” includes excise duty, import duty, export duty,
levy, cess, imposition, tax or surtax imposed on
goods, services and gaming takings under this Act;

“Duty free shop” means a room or premises situated
in a port and licensed by the Commissioner General
for the deposit of dutiable goods on which duty has
not been paid and which have been entered to be
warehoused for use as ship stores or for sale to
passengers departing to places outside The Gambia;

“ECOWAS” means Economic Community of West
African States;

“EDI” means electronic data interchange;

“Excisable goods” means goods manufactured in The
Gambia or imported into The Gambia on which an
excise duty is imposed under this Act;
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